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These words of the great inventor Thomas Edison hawe served as a constant inspiration
to Jessica Marie Baker. If not for her constant fah and ever present support of loved
ones, Jessica says she would not have possessed tlseurage to press on towards becom-
ing the woman she is today. Now a graduate of Clafl in University in Orangeburg, South
Carolina, Jessica is preparing to enter seminary inorder to become an elder in The United
Methodist Church.

Growing up in Greenville, South Carolina brought ma ny joys and challenges. As a child,
one of her all time joys was playing the violin. Jessica played on the Eastside High School
Symphony Orchestra where she served as concert migtess and first chair second violin.
While in high school, she had the privilege to play with the Carolina Youth Symphony
which added to her many accomplishments.
Along with her joys also came some challenges and he greatest was her families disap-
proval of her choice to explore ministry. At the ti me they felt there was no financial sup-
port in a ministerial career, but she says now they are more agproving. Though there were
struggles at home, her Uncle Victor Baker served asa constant inspiration to her, and as
she progressed through high school and college shehas found many mentors like him
that continue to support her.
Jessica chose Claflin because past graduates infored her of the personal, quality educa-
tion that she would receive and she knew the Department of Philosophy and Religion
would allow her to further her knowledge and explor ation of religious studies. During
her time at Claflin University, Jessica served as avisionary leader through her role as chair
of the Chapel Assistants Organization where she was responsible for developing the
weekly service outline as well as various community outreach opportunities. While at
Claflin Jessica served as an active member of the fsha Kappa Mu Honor Society and
she was also featured in Who's WWho Among Students in American Universities and Col-
leges.
Jessica’'s most memorable experience would be the countleshours she spent exploring
Pastoral Counseling through the Office of Counseling. There she had the opportunity to
senve as a peer counselor, helping students with life issues and encouraging them to al-
ways put forth their best effort. Jessica also worked closely with Mrs. Sadie Janvis, Direc-
tor of Counseling, through clerical work, presentations a nd research on HIV/AIDS,
healthy lifestyles, and stress seminars. Most recently sheassisted Dr. Jarvis with the publi-
cation of a book called GEMSS Powerthat educates young girls about their self-worth.
Jessica also assisted the counselor in witing a grant to enbince the disability program on
campus.
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Her time in the counseling office has also kept her desire to pursue to ministry alive and strong. Tho ugh
she is a student of religious studies, her knowledge of the faith is also inspired through day to day dia-
logue with Mrs. Jarvis. They enjoy discussing bibli cal issues and learning from each other through dif fer-
ing views. They even extend the conversation to others in the office thus engaging in different aspects of
theological thinking.

Through her education at Claflin University Jessica feels more prepared to become a church leader be-
cause of two different opportunities to serve as a Youth Director at Cumberland and Highland Park
United Methodist Church. Claflin prepared her for t hese roles through the constant support and chal-
lenges she received from mentors and professors. Asa result of their support, Jessica has become more
comfortable thinking outside of the box, thus developing a v oice of her own.

Now Jessica is a proud graduate with a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy and Religion from Claflin. Jessi ca
continues in her leadership role within the church through Vacation Bible School as an assistant youth
leader at Trinity United Methodist while assisting with Sunday worship. From here she will begin her
seminary education, having received a full scholarship to Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in
Evanston, lllinois outside of Chicago. Jessica will continue in her leadership role as she branches otito
the Chicago area when she begins her studies in the Master oDivinity program at Garrett this fall.

During the course of her time at Claflin University J essica has developed into a visionary leader thanksto
support from the Black College Fund. Historically B lack Colleges and Universities provide students wit h
a valuable education. She can speak personally to hat fact because she has been able to develop great
personal relationships, receive guidance towards great knowledge of self and she has emerged into an
academically responsible young ladly.

The Black College Fund is supported through the apportionme nts collected by local churches. When
your church gives 100% of its apportionments for the Black College Fund you help students like Jessica
receive a good education and follow their dreams and life goals. Please encourage your congregation to
support this wonderful program. To learn more about the Blac k College Fund visit < http:/

WA umcgiving.orgssite/c.quw 6KKkNWLrHD.3673751/k.C8 96/

Apportioned Funds __Black College Fund _Ovenview.htm >.

Mrs. Hattie Logan Duckett, a member of John Wesley United Met hodist
Church, founded Phillis Wheatley Association in 1919. Mrs. Duckett wanted
to provide social services for young black girls in Greenwil le.  Today Phillis
Wheatley Association serves the needs of boys, gils, men ad women. The
center has evolved into a strong anchor in the Greenville community.

The month of June was designated for Phillis Wheatley Assodation here at
John Wesley. During Sunday morning services Ms. Chandra Dillard, Mr,
Bobby Burch, Dr. Genise Williams, and
Mrs. Carolyn Brockman highlighted Phillis Wheatley, respe ctively. The pur-
pose was to bring anareness of the financial struggles that ae taking place at

the center and to help raise money for the facility.
We must do all that we can to ensure that
an important part of our legacy is not lost!
Support Phillis Wheatley Association
Submitted by Mrs. AW. Thompson




The Mu Pi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity is sponsoring its First Golf Classic in part-
nership with the American Diabetes Association. | will be on the Sam Bigby Show on 103.3
FM on Saturday, August 7, 2010 to give information on the Chapter and the programs we are
involved in. Our plan is to also be on the BeachBob Show August 25, 2010. The time is to be
announced. Mu Pi Chapter is about service to the community. Please tune in and join us for
this first time event on September the 16th. Thanks and may Gal bless you.

Ronald M. Fisher

Basileus Mu Pi Chapter

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

Diabetes is a disease that impacts our com-
munity in a great way. Mu Pi chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity is hosting an event
for the American Diabetes Association that
will be our way of giving back. The funds
from this event will go the Association and
the community projects of the Fraternity. We
hope you will consider playing in this event.
Please contact me for more information.
Please see attachment.

Ron Fisher
864 901-8590

The BSUMC College Ministry Board is
excited to again host a Financial Informa-
tion for College Seminar on Wednesday,
August 25 in Sisk Hall and we would like
to invite the families of John Wesley
UMC’s 9th thru 12th grade youth to at-
tend. With today's economy continuing to
place financial strain on so many families
it's important that we minister to those
who want to see their child attend college
but are unsure of what financial options
are available for them to do this. Last year
we had over 100 people attend this semi-
nar and this year we expect to double this.
Please see the attached flyer for more in-
formation on this event.

Please include this invitation in your up-

coming church communications over the
next 60 days (including your website if ap-
propriate) and invite all who are interested
to attend this free seminar — and invite .
them to bring their friends as well....this | prayed for twenty years but received no

seminar is open to all in the community! answer until | prayed with my legs.

Awvays the Best, ~Frederick Douglass
Bruce C. Meyer, CSA

Owner




B. Burch

The Sterling High School of 1962, had their annual
cookout on June 19 at the home of Crystal and Bobby
Burch. The party was well attended and plenty of good
food and oldies music. Everyone had a ball and really
look forward to next year's event.

JOHN WESLEY METHODIST MEN
3rd ANNUAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT
The third annual tournament of the Methodist Men was held on J une 19, 2010.
The event was held at Star Lanes on Pleasantburg Drive. Althaugh attendance was
down, more children came out and had a great time. On Septembe 18, 2010, we
will have a fun bowl for the members of the church at Golden La nes Bowling
Center between Mauldin and Simpsonville. Come out and enjoy yourself. Thanks

to Chenyl Fisher for the pictures.




Elder Walter Irby is having a
series of Bible studies at
Charleston Place every Friday

@ 7pm.
The series of the Bible will
have topics such as:

The Book of the Ages
Loved by the Saint
Mighty in it's influence
Absolutely Trustworthy

Too often we tend to miss out on good things because we are tiral, think we already
knowwhat is being taught, or just not interested. Such seemsto be the case in our
Wednesday Night Bible Study. We learn more in this class than any that | have been
involved with. | asked God to send us some new energy. He sent us Minister Angela
Nelson. She is dedicated, knowledgeable, pleasant to be wih, and a great addition to
our group. She is in seminary and is our teacher. We are convirced that God sent her
to us and we invite each of you to join us for the most enjoyable and informative hour
of the week. If you come once, we believe that you will conti nue. You are invited to
join us. Check us out. You will be glad that you did.

B. Burch

with us

Stud)ﬂ}eBible




The United Methodist Women of John Wesley UMC held their annu al
Women's Day Program on August 8, 2010. Pastor Robin Dease waspeaker
on the subject,"HAVING A RIGHT MIND". Rev. Dease told of the m any
things that the UMW Organization is involved in. The UMW Orga nization is
not only vital within the Methodist Church of the United Sta  tes but is active in
over 100 other countries. Mrs. Sylvia M. Clinkscales, Chairman of the unit,
honored four of the members with anards; Mrs. Thomasena Fisher, Mrs. Ruth
Jordan, Mrs. Cynthia Hicks, and Mrs. Jennye Taylor. Music was provided by a
special Women's choir. The program was a blessing to all.

B. Burch

"SITTING AROUND TALKING ABOUT CHRISTMAS"

We look forward to all of you joining us for our annual Christ  mas Program at John Wesley UMC.
This year on December 10 -11, 2010 at 7:00 pm, we will preseritSitting Around Talking about
Christmas". This is a continuing saga of the Raspberry family and will have some old characters
and some new characters. It is free and open to the public. A feewill offering will take place.

Bring your friends and family members. We are confident tha t everyone will enjoy the outing.
Thanks for your support.

B. Burch




The John Wesley Family was pleased to
have one of our own back in our Sunday
services on July 31, 2010. She is none
other than The Reverend Adrian M.
McGee, Associate Pastor of Bethany
United Methodist Church in Summenville
SC. It feels really good when one of our
your people go off and makes us proud.
Keep up the good work Adrian. We love
you.

B. Burch

Read about our
church at Discover
Carolinal

http: /A discoversouth
carolina.comyproducts/34
88.aspx

June 20 2010 was a special day. It was a day when fathers recesd recognition.

Mr. Hardy Austin 111 wes the speaker for the day. His lesson ¢ ame from 1Thess.
2:1-12, "Pleasing to God'. Mr. Austin stated that eventhing that we do ought to
start with the proclamation, "If it pleases God". He also gave us many reasons for
the UNITED METHODIST MEN organization. He stated there are m any rea-
sons for Godly men to come together and do the work that we were called to do.
The Senior Choir and the newly formed Gospel Choir rendered music. Mr.

Bobby Burch did an original poem, entitled, "THERE ARE NO FA THERLESS
HERE".

Many times fathers are out of the home. Many are in the militar y; some incarcer-
ated; some are out of the home for other reasons, but there arano fatherless in
John Wesley because other Godly men pick up the slack. Thankgo the UMM for
standing up.

B.Burch
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Do you know someone who would enjoy The John
Wesley Messenger? Have them send an email with
the word “Subscribe” in the subject line to

jwumenews@ gmail.com

Help us spread our Church Newsletter!

Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible
like we treat our cell phone?

What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?
What if we flipped through it several times a day?
What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it?
What if we used it to receive messages from the text?
What if we treated it like we couldn't live without it?
What if we gave it to Kids as gifts?

What if we used it when we traveled?
What if we used it in case of emergency?
This is something to make you go....hmm...where is my

Bible?

Oh, and one more thing.

Unlike our cell phone, we don't have to worry about our
Bible being disconnected because Jesus already paid the
bill.

Makes you stop and think ‘where are my priorities? And
no dropped calls!

When Jesus died on the cross, he was thinking of
you!

Send your news, events, announcements, articles
and opinions to us at

jwumcnews@ gmail.com

We'd LOVE to hear
from you!

The next newsletter deadline is

October 15, 2010!




